
Miller 6 Rho-xds. Miller & Rhosvds.
Store Open To-Sfght Until 10.30.

Your Last Opportunity
To Shop for Christmas.

What shall the present be, a book ? Our great book store has beon
the Mecca for "Richmond- book lovers this Christinas and tho stocks
have dwindled every da.v,btit thoro is good choosing ovonat tho last
ininuto. Somo of tho spocial things as follows.

The Poets
In padded leather bindings,
.with gold title and cover design
and red under gold edges. The

Usual $1.00 book', ;it 75c copy.
The following titles: Pope, Tenny-

r.son, Holmes, Meredith, Robert Brown¬

ing,, Mrs. Browning, Walt Whitman,
George Eliot, Goldsmith, Hemans,
Jean Ingelow, Whlttler, Wordsworth,
Shakespeare, Stevenson, Poe, Keats,
Lowell, Emerson, Bryant, The Rubal-
yat of Omar Khayyam, Idylls of tho

King, Hiawatha, Luolle,. Lady of the

Lake, and a few others. All one price.

Reduced to 750711 copy; each

nicely boxed,

About 75 Titles in Copyright
Books Reduced From

$1.50 to 45c a Vol.
Such as Graustark, Senator North,

Patleneo Sparhawk, Tho Quest of tho
Golden Girl, Donovan Pasha, Janlco
Meredith, The Gadfly, Miss Petticoats,
Wolfvlllo bays, Blcnncrhasset, In
the Fog.

Inexpensive Xrnas Presents
From the Third Floor.

An India Stool for 69c. that
looks exactly like the illustration.
Low enough in price isn't it

for as neat a looking stool as

this. (You'll find the article
itself looks even better than its
picture.)

Sold lots of them during the
past few weeks.Mission oak.¦
15 inches high and 16x16, incbes
across the top.

Built not only for looks, but
service.

¦-» -i

.'Another article equally as at¬
tractive and comparatively as low
in price as the Stool, is a Bamboo
ffabourettc, for 89c, Similar in
appearance to the picture on the
right. This Tabourette is 21 inch¬
es-high and has a matting covered
lop, _i inches in diameter.

This makes the third shipment
in the laht few weeks.the other
two wc/it out in a hurry and
the}'re. rather hard to get, espe¬
cially in holiday times.

This lot came in yesterday af¬
ternoon. We'll not guarantee
hcre'll be any left to-night.
Gjreat bargains at 89c. v

Many People Will Buy Umbrellas
To-day.

It's woll to know where to get the best for the least outlay of
ruoney and 3'ou'll find Miller & Rhoads Umbrella store to bo that
place. :

Ladies' Umbrellas hero at nil prices between 50c. unit $15. Wo think,
for all round service and attractiveness that our $5.00 all silk Laventino
Umbrellas for ladies aro about, as gcod values as you can find.

Gentlemen's Umbrellas $1.98 to $5.00.n $3,50 silk ono" being especially
valuable,
Chlldrons Umbrellas 75c,.covered with silk and linen-

Sec our Advertisement on Woman's Page of To-day's News Leader.

Legend of Christmas Tree
Many years ago, way up in a German

village, among- tho 'monks! lived Father
Nicholas, a plain, ordinary, quiet priest,
.who lived on '" this pluuo whore lie was

born, performing his priestly duties ic.

the simple villagers year after year
Without any special event happening to
make f>r mar his uneventful life;
Hut one day there .-11111.! a summons

for him to appear tit tho king's palace
This was a most extraordinary event, and
.;i wondered at tho lo'ns journey that lay
before Father Nicholas. Tho i>|d priest
Net out for I lie king's palace,, and passing
through n city, stopped 10 listen to what.
_ tall, slender man was loading. He was

reading the words of Jesus.not In the
hard old Latin tonguo, but in German;
Jl seemed so touching ami so familiar to
bear these words In tho dear, old mother
tongin-, so ho bought himself; « Oerinun
Bible and some of Luther's books, and
did not go at all to the king's paluee,
but went back to his people, to teach
them these woiirli.-ri'iil messages of love.
He said "there should be no more mass;
no more confessing sins to him, a sinful
man.no moro grouting absolution for
¦Ins committed,"
Thus year after year passed, ami the

people began to grow weary of the .lul-
nrss of Christmas. Llk» the Hebrews of

old, who (on.ed for the flcsh-pols of
Egypt, they sighed for the muss eele.
tinned' for Urn Babo in tho cradle, wiili
the candles lighted till around, for- the
ve-lse men kneeling with their costly gifts,
for the shepherds Jn tile, distance, gass¬
ing with mute admiration, and tlio angels
hovering over them, Willie there floated
sweet music from unseen singers, These
HifTiEK troubled the good old father, who
fostrrt and prayed many a day and night
on ihls subject. Ono day. while fasting
and praylllg, h_ fell asleep, ami lu his
sleep ho saw a large, tree, frpm. Which
were suspended numbers of beautiful
things, and an angel stood hy It. "res.
eritl/ the tree and tho angel wore boriiu
UP -nd up, until tb°y disappeared from
sfgbf, hot the droam did not r.abs from
Hie father's mind, and we shall set- what
a practical use be made of it. Ono day
Fatter Nicholas left home ug.in and
stayed a whole week, and on bis return
tbliigs unusual commenced, to happen.
They kept PJl happening, and very inyt-
terlous movements were se,-;n to. be going
on In Father Nicholas' collage.
Surprise knew no hounds rvhen, on the

Sunday hefore Christmas, the old father
announced ho would ly.-lebrattj Christmas
In he eluirch. The word Christinas
memiii Christ's mass, The people asltf-d

jrfjne anotbtr If the prlt-Bi was gois.g to

havo mass again and all the ceremony ot
tho church, as beforo? So on Christinas
Rvn nil who could-got to the church wero
there. When they entered there was-
total darkness throughout the church,
save where (he altar had formerly stood.
From this point was suspended a thick,
dark curtain, through which glimmered
a pyramid of light. When tho curtain
was lifted, behold, a beautiful, stately
tree, lighted with Innumerable caudles,
bearing on its branches beautiful gifts
for all, which wero distributed by tho
gooel old father. The peoplo went away
contented, and tho heart of the. faithful,
devout servant of Clod was never again
pained by the uiurmurlngs and discon¬
tent of Ills people.

Property Transfers.
Richmond: Thennas YV. Gardner, special

commissioner, to thiol Johnson, 28 feet
on north slele of I* Street, 3Q feet from
Tlilrly-lirst Street, and I l.|i feet on north
Ride I' Street, M feet west of Thlrty-llr.t
Street, $720.
U. A. .MeC'iirdy, speelal coinilllssioiior,

to Virginia Tl'USt Company, 6<) feet on
ninth side Franklin .Street, southwest
COrnor Harrison Street, till feet on semtli
r-lile of Franklin Street, >"M foot east of
lirop.-rty of Itlchmoiu] College, -is feet on
south sldo of Franklin Strom, 60 foot
oast of property of Jtiehmond College, BO
teet on -ouili side ot Franklin Street, ad-
Joining properly of Richmond College,
JSi.000.
Henrico: j. llcnr.- HroWn and wlfo to

.Mrs. Margaret II. 13. Goodwin, 5 acres
about l mlln north of. Bk-limond, }|,0W,W. it. Cray ami wlfo to Alfred W.
iiobinson, :'-;! Interest lu SO acre* about
10 miles north of Richmond, $300.
Alexander Jennings and wife to Charlesllrooks, 1| us acres on north Hides of

itlelgn road, «§o,Same to Fllinour Fnunnin, It) acres onnorth side Ridge road, J.ki.

Audit Pay-Roils.
Tim Commuters on Health. .Markets:ami St. John's Innygiouiid met last nightanil audited claims and pay rolls, so theemployes of iJic sovoral departmentsmight have then- money for Christmas.

Mr. Morriss 111.
Mr. It. f, Morriss. one of Richmond'solei anel well known citizens, is j|] at bishome No. bit North Seventh Kti-oel. Mr.

Worms l» suffering from a throat trouble,of which ho has been a victim for somo
y.-ars, and, at his udvaneeil ;iBe, (hero IsJlttlr, hi,p.. of his r<-eovory>-

UURNETTS RX1K4CT 0|= VAISIl.l.A
[let tolee-u s-l'l im ilila ag.iijct «|| otL,-i briiuU»..¦dr.

THE PAPERS

Christian Advocate and Southern
Methodist Recorder Conic

Together.

THE REV. MR. HOPE LEAVES

Rev, James Gannon, Ji'-> and
Rev.'J. Sidncy'Pctcrs Will

,. Conduct the Paper.

"Willi the new your tho Christian Ad¬
vocate, of this city will appear'in now

form and under different; management.
Tho paper has Just been consolidated

with the Southern Methodist Recorder,
published at Bltickstone/ by tho Res'.
James Cannon, Jr.
A change has boon impending for some

tlmo, and whlln It will, therefore, crcato
no great surprise, tho form in which It
comes .will distinctly do so. Tho Advocato
and the Recorder have been nt odds for

long, and tho Blackstonc minister has
time and again opposed tho policy of tho
Richmond paper. Under tlio consideration,
which goes Into effect January 1st, tho
neW| owners of tho Advocate are the
Rev. Mr. Cannon and the Rev J. Sidney
Peters, of Hampton. The. former Is to.be
president of tho company and managing
editor, unci the latter.secretary and treas¬
urer nnd business manager. Tho Recorder
will go out of existence, and tho now
paper will appear under Its old name, tho
Baltimore and ^Richmond Christian Ad¬
vocato Dr. J. J. Lafferty and Dr. S. K.
Cox will contlnuo on tho editorial staff.
Tho Rev. Herbert M, Hope, tho present

assistant editor and business manager,
severs his connection with the paper with
the current. Issue. Ho will establish hero
a branch ofllco of tho Messongole General
Advertising Agency, of Atlanta, On., His
ofllco will bo tlio American National Bank
building from the first of the year.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS.
The announcements of Iheso revolu¬

tionary changes in tho management aro
made. In the Issuo which camo from the
press yesterday. It contains tho follow¬
ing self-explanatory notices:-
Moved by the hope of uniting tlio church

In Virginia In support of its conforenco
organ, I havo sold all my interest In tlio
Advocato to Revs. James Cannon, Jr., and
J. Sidney Peters. By this purchase thoy
secure a. largo majority of tho stock of the
Advocato Publishing Company, and will
assume management beforo tho next
paper Is printed. My connection with the
paper ceases with this Issue.

HERBERT M. HOPE.

A CARD.
Animated by the elesiro to unllo the

preachers and laymen of tho patronizing
conferences In tho support of one wookly
religious newspaper, tho uticlerslgnetl havo
had several lntorvlows which havo pro¬
duced the following results;

(1) Tho Baltimore and Richmond Chrlu-
tlan Advocato ilnd tho Southern Motho-
dlst Recorder have been c.onsollduteil, und
will bo Issued after January 1st as ono
paper under tho tinino of tlio Baltimore
and Richmond Christian Advocate.
(2) Nearly all of the stock of tho Ad¬

vocato Publishing Cpmpony lias passed
under the control of tlio undoralgnod, and
tho Advocate Publishing Company will
be reorganized as speedily as the charter
ami by-laws of tho company will admit.

(,1) Under the now organization James
Cannon, Jr., will bo tho president of the
company nnd managing editor of the
paper, and J. Sidney Peters will bo the
secretary and treasurer of tho company
and business manager.

(t) The contracts of tho Advocate Pub¬
lishing Company, with Dr. S. IC. Cox, of
tho Baltimore Conference, and Dr. J. J.
Lafferty, of tho Virginia Conference, will
contlnuo ami bo carried out its If there
had been no ohango in tho management.
Rov. II. 3d. Hopo, having disposed of all
his Interests lu tho paper, will retire from
the position of associate editor and busi¬
ness manager,'
It Is hoped by tho now management thut

the result of tho reorganization will bo to
unlto tho entire body of preachers nnd
laymen In the hearty support of a weekly
religious paper, which .shall, bo, Indeed,
nn arm of power to iho church in accom¬

plishing her great mission;
JAMES CANNON, Jr.,
J. SIDNEY PF.TERS.

DANIEL AND MARTIN
AGAINST THE DRYDEN BILL

Colonel John S. Hnrwood, chairman of
tho National Legislation Connnltteo, T, P.
A., Is active In his opposition to Sonato
bill 1261, offered by request in tho United
States' Senate by Mr. Drydon of Now
Jersey, designee! to suppress the litera¬
ture of wildcat lnsurnneo companies from
tho malls, but which is so widely drawn
as to operate a hardship upon legitimate
Insurance,
Colonel Hnrwood has written Senators

Daniel tniel TMnrlin, calling uttontlon to
tlio bill, ntitl they havo both promised to
fight it.
Tho letter of Senator Martin Is ns fol¬

lows:
United Stales Senate, Washington, D. C.

December 22, 1003.
John S. Hnrwood Fsq,, Chalrmrtn National
Legislative Commit toe, Travelers' Pro-
leetlvo Association, Richmond, Ara.:
My Dear Sir,.Your letter of tho 2lsl

Instant, luis just been received, 1 have
received eiuite a number of communica¬
tions protesting against tho passugej of
Senate bill No. J201, Introduced by Sena¬
tor Drytlen. r concur with you that this
legislation will be unwise, anil I will
do whal I can to defeat il.

Yours very truly,
THOMAS S. .MARTIN.

THE WHITE AND NEWMAN
WOMEN J3ET FIVE YEARS

Molllo White and Mattlo Nowmiin, tlio
two negro women who wore tried in the
Hustings Court yesterday for robbery,
wero given live years each In tlio peniten¬
tiary by the jury, but Mr, l.. O, U'enden-
burg, tholr attorney, made a motion to
set the v.=rdiet aside as contrary to law
.ttid evidence
This motion was set for hearing on

Monday next by Judge Witt, it will lxi
leeallei) that the charge »UEJln_t Molllc
While whh that of drugging nnd robbing
Precious Hornby, a white man, somo time
ago, and Mattlo Newman, who was on
inmate t>f Mo)l|_ Wldte's bouse, ren'r-
MVered tho charge of .beln.j an accomplice,

GOOD CHEEri"ATTHE"
SOLDIERS' HOME

Tho veterans of the Soldiers' Home will
have a most onjoyablo dinner to-morrow.
Two weeks ago thu board of directum of
Hie Home bel.l a meeting, ami eleeided to
give the voteraiiH a lay-out, which would
delight their palates to die last degree,

Ulnnoi' will bo served at 2 o'clock to¬
morrow, and hums, turkey*, delectablo

vegetables and plum puddings wilt disap¬
pear as If by magic. Everything will bo
done to cheer tho homos along, and thnko
tho Mom? takn- the placo of that homo
<Jf ease, coin fort and lender enro which
ovory mini hopes mtty ho 'Ills when old
age comes to him. '

RICHMOND COLLEGE.

Dr. Clark, of Columbia, Lectures
There in April.

'Iho lecture committee of Richmond Col¬
lege hns been fortunate enough to securo
Professor .John 11. Clark, of Columbia
University, Now York, to deliver tlio
twentieth coil run of locturos on tho
Thomas foundation, Dr, Clnr>i ls profes¬
sor of economics, and bus been, stated
Jecluror on tlio same subject ut. Johns
HopklhM mid Chicago Colleges, Ho Is a
clear nnd forceful speaker, nnd treats
his groat thunie' in plain, everyday lan¬
guage, Ills subject til. Richmond Col-
logo will bo "Monopolies," find tlio.cptirsoWilt be given early 111 April.
At the regular Wednesday morning con-

foretico of professors and students yes¬
terday, President BoatWrlghl stated tjiat
Iho trlwestor port, closing . was tho
best ho had over known| he had only
words of praise for tho sludlotisnoss nmi
good order which had prevailed during
Iho fall term.
Already tho professors, its well as the

students, are scattering for tho holidays.
Professors Koiisheo and llitnto.r havo
goiio to tholr old homes In North Caro¬
lina; Professor Mitchell will go to New
Orleans to attend tho nnniml session of-
tho American Historical Association;
Professor dallies will visit friends In
Cumberland county..
Of the students, not. moro than ton or

fifteen will renin In on tho campus dur¬
ing Christmas week.
President Boatw right has just received

n. latter from Rov. J. 13. Taylor, of Bahla,
Brazil, Informing him of tho shipment to
tho collogo of the skin of a groat ana¬

conda- Tlio package also contains the
skin of a tibia recently shot by Mr. Tay¬
lor himself.

COL. J. W; RICliARDlQN
IS KINDLY REMEMBERED

Tho employos of Colonel John W. Rich,
arclson, register of tho land oillee. did not
forgot tho kindness and consideration
with which ho has treated them during
tho year, and thoy all presented him on

yesterday with tokens of their esteem.
Colonel Richardson has always been pop¬
ular with his men, nnd ho greatly appre¬
ciates their kindly remembrances.

FULTON NOTES.
Mr. D. W.'Shrccongost and family ar¬

rived Wednesday from Went View, va.,
raid will reside on Fulton Hill.
Mrs. William Clarber Is quite sick at

her resldonee on Nicholson Street.
Mr. Albert Morecock, of Charles City,

Is the guest, of his brother, W. T. More-
cock.
Mr. W. H.'Stoof-regan, of Chicago, 111.,

(spent yesterday with Messrs. A. R.-and
Gray MoCnlloy, en roulo to his old liomo,
ir. Fredericksburg.
Mrs. Charles McCaull, of Varlna, has

gone to spend the holidays with her
sister, Mrs. Kendall, of Baltimore.
Mr. Clifford Reams arrived this week

to spend tho holidays with his parehts,
Mr, and Mrs. J. O. Reams, of Nicholson
Street. Mr. Reams has been traveling out
West slnco May.
The Christmas celebration of tho.Apos¬

tolic Church will take place to-morrow
morning. An Interesting programme bus
been carofully arranged.

Alt'. Androw Butler continues qulto sick
at his residence on Graham Street.

Mrs,-.. John Card we] and family,-of-Varl¬
na, leil't Wednesday to -pond tho ytiletido
week wlt'lv her mother, in Pennsylvania.
Mr. anef Mrs. Hugh Rlc'6''aro visiting in

Gates -ounty, N.--C* '"

"Between Y'p.u and Me.".
Edmund Vanco Cooko, the Ohio -poet,

¦will entertain on the Association Course
Monday night, December-28lh; In speak¬
ing of his work, the Utica (Now York)
Observer says, "Mr, Cooko ls a poet of no
mean gonitis. Ho has written some splen¬
did verse, portraying pathos and humor
Unit are true tei life. Ho wus in constant
favor.'.every moment. His dialect stories
brought forth storms of applause, and
then in tho next moment his touching
pathos was felt by every llstoncr."
Reserved seats can bo secured at tho

Association building.

American Guild.
Old Dominion Chapter, NO. 214, of the

American Guild, bold their annual meet¬
ing last night. The'reports of the treas¬
urer and secretary showed tho guild to be
in a very prosperous condition. Tho fol¬
lowing officers, woro eloctod for tho en¬
suing year: past Governor, Q. M. Wil¬
son; Governor, W. McKim.Marriott; Vice-
Governor, Douglas Rider; Secretary, E,
Leslio Sponeo; Treasurer, R. T. "Wilson;
Chaplain, J. P. Davis; "Warden, Loon
Ruskoll; Guard, W. A. Barrett; Trus¬
tees, G. M. Wilson, Georgo K. Rutlln,
John IF. Tolor.'-

Mr. Royster Very 111.
Tho friends o'c Mr. Edwin D. Royster

will bo grieved to .hear of Ills extreme
illness lu Las Crnces, Now Moxlco, whore
he went somo months ago for his health,
with tho hope of being bonelltcd. Mr.
Royster is tho son of Mr. and Mrs. Junius
j. Royster, formally of 'Richmond,, now
living In Washington! His mother is at
his bedside.

Mr. Smith Dead.
A letter was received hero yesterday

announcing tho death nt Berryville, on

Monday, of tho father of Hon. R, 8.
Blackburn Smith, mombqr of the House
from Clarlw and Warren counties.

ENTERTAINMENT TO
EMPLOYED BOVS

Interesting Occasion To-mor¬
row at the Y. Mi

C. A.
The hoys of iho city are already Inter.

osted greatly In tho big cntortalnmef.t
to bo given at tho Y. M. C. A. Chrlsmas
afternoon, four L> five o'clock.
The: entertainment and reeuptlon will bo

fioo to the. boys between tho
ages of twelve and seventeen yours who
aro employed hi tho various olllces, stores
nnd factories of tho city.
The programme will begin In t,bo big

auditorium at four o'clock, and will bo
participated In by those who know how
I., entertain. Including Miss Kato Puller,
who will glvo tho Horse Race; Eugene
Davis and Ids banjo; Willie Davidson, tho
coructlst; Indian club drills, horse work
and torch-light swinging,

LOvory employed boy cap get a ticket
at tho Association building, which Is open
trprfi 9 A. M. to 10:30 P. M.

In no other cut glass is found such
crystal cloariiess,. perfection ol cut¬
ting, beauty of design and brilliance.

name t^__?^______^ putt»
THE E. B. TAYLOR CO.,

Exclusive Richmond Agents, ¦

1011 E. Main St. 9 E, Broad St m\

THE THIRD DAY
*'. "¦¦

Of Our Suit and Overcoat Sale Begins
This Morning.

Men's Suits and Overcoats Worth Upto $25,00, Reduced to$14.75
Men's Suits and Overcoats, Worth Up to $15.00 Reduced to $9.30
Boys' Knee Pant Suits.Overcoats and Reefers. Worth up to $7.50,

Reduced to $4,45
You are given the opportunity of buying Extra¬
ordinary Pine Clothing at Ordinary Prices.

(OH4~

ABRUPT
DISMISSAL

Judge Wickham Said Witness
Valentine Was Perjuring

Himself.

THE DOG QUESTION AGAIN

Childr'cy Case Dismissed.Clerk
Broaddus Now Issues Mar¬

riage Licenses.Other News,

In tho County Court of Henrico yes¬
terday a curious and rather sensational
thing preceded the dismissal of tho cose-

acalnst "William P. Terry, tho only man

convicted by tho magistrates ot a vio¬
lation, of. tho Barksdalo puro elections
law.,
During tho. Henrico election cusos tho

namo of William Valentino, a witness,
has figured prominently. Upon his test'
mony several- Indictments wero returned
by tho grand Jury, nnd upon his testi¬
mony was Terry convicted In tho magis¬
trate's court, and was also the chargo
of contempt brought against Charles W.
Chlldroy. commissioner of tho rovonuo,

yesterday Terry was tried in the County
Court on an appeal. Valentino had Just
appeared hi the Chlldroy caso and hex'
now too]? the stand against Terry.- Tho
defense, ably conducted by Mr,-'13. L.
Ryan and his associate, Mr. James XL
Russell, was about tov begin tho crosa-

oxamlnatlon, when Jutlgo Wickham Inter¬
posed. Ho asked Commonwealth. At¬
torney Sands If Vai.ntliic was tho only
witness tlio prosecution had. Mr. Sands
replied in tho affirmative. Tho Judge
declared that tho statements of tho wit¬
ness wero absolutely contradictory and
that he'was ovldontly. perjuring him¬
self. He abruptly dismissed tho case,
Valentino still sitting in the, chair. There
was some suggestion of a further pro¬
ceeding and it Is possible that Valentino
will now bo prosecuted, on thu charge
of perjury;
In this .peculiar manner tho last of tho

olectlon cases comes to an end. Terry
was fined $100 by tho magistrate and
was the first man In tho state to bo
found guilty of violation of tho Barks-
dule law,

The case against Commissioner Chll¬
droy was also dismissed. Poreman
Watts, of the grand JU,T, testified, as
also did Valentino nnd Mr. Chlldroy him¬
self. Tlio charge, was that of tampering
with the witness. Tho judgo dismissed
the case, but reprimanded Mr. Chlldroy
for talking at all to a grand Jury witness
or In tlio hoarlng of such witness.

The vexed dog question Is to tho foro
again. Tho judgo yesterday delivered to
the Commonwealth's Attorney tho reso¬
lution rocently adopted by tlio Board of
Supervisors, and somo action will prob¬
ably bo taken cither by tho County Court
oj. by tho Incoming Circuit Court, It
seems to bo tho opinion of all the of-
Jlcers that tho law is ix fallurd. But iho
constables havo not oven made an ef¬
fort to enforce It, and for this reason
thero will probably be somo proceeding
against tho.m. As stated yesterday, this
will probably bo somo movement to se¬

cure tho repeal or at least tho amend¬
ment of the present law,

The question of' tho validity of mar¬

riages performed since December 12th uf-
fcets Honiico also. A great number of
licenses woro Isstleel between the 12th and
tho present, und undor tho law thoy
uru Irregular.
Yoslorduy Clerk Broaddus, of tho Cir¬

cuit Court, began to Issue thu licenses,
and wrote six during tho day. "Ho will
continue tho work in the future,

Tho Jail-birds of Henrico will nnjoy
a (pilot Christmas feast. Sheriff Solomon
has ordered a good supply of turkey,
chicken, beefsteak, broad, e;akcs, candy,
etc., and every prisoner will got n good
dinner. Each man Is to get a pound of
turkey.

Tho Board of Supervisors of the county
held Its final sosslon yostorduv and trans¬
acted pontine IuikIiioss, including Iho in¬
spection of tho annual report of tho treas¬
urer of tho county, Tho now hoard will
take hold at' the next meeting, whlob,
will bo hold on the first Tuesday of, Jan¬
uary .'
A deed of bargain and nolo filed yeslor-

elav In the clerk's ofllco of the. County
Court by tho Virginia Trust Company con¬

veyed to the American Loeomotlvo Works*
a seventy acre lot of land with Improve¬
ments, about two and one-half miles'
north of tho city, bounded on tho nor.h
by the. county road lending to Mochiinlos-
vlllo Turnpike, on tho east by T, A. Gary's
land, and tho south by tho Chesapeake
and Ohio Railway, and on tho west by
tho land of A. V, -Josby. The considera¬
tion was 1111,500.
Marriage licenses wore issued yesterday

to Willi- L. Baugh und Ivy L. Powoll.
of Henrico; Walter H. Martin and Rosa
13, Christopher, of Henrieo; Jacob L.
Swat, and Indicium I'\ .Sbeppcrson, at
Henrico.

Antonio O, Potroy has been arrested,

1

charged with assaulting and striking his
wlfo with a slick. .«

James Holmes I. In Jail charged wilb
playing craps.

THE LADIES DID IT.

Good Work of Town Improve¬
ment Society.

(Special to The Timos-DlHputeh.)
nucilANAN. VA. December 23,-Tho

Christmas Market and Bazaar, conducted
by tho ladles of tho town Temperance
.Society, closed yesterday. Tho ladles of
the town and community have been ac¬

tively at work for some weeks making
preparations for tho occasion, nnd as a
result of their efforts about $150 was
raised.
Mrs. 13. C. Peehln has been the moving

spirit In organizing tho Town Improve¬
ment Society and in carrying the market
and bazaar to Its successful close. Tho
purposes oT tho socloty, as indicated by
the name, aro for tho Improvement of the
town In tho way of cleaning the streets
and making moro attractive tho appear-
anco of tho town. Under the stimulating
influences of tlio society an Improvement
may already bo noted, and with tho co¬

operation of tho Town Council, the sys¬
tematic Improvement of tho streets and
sidewalks is expected to begin.
Tho Idea Is somewhat novel in Vir¬

ginia, but the wonderful work dono by
like societies in New England villages
has been often noticed by visitors to those
towns,
Buchanan had its first firo scare on yes¬

terday since tho completion of tho town
water works. A small stable on the north
side near.tho Chesapcako and Ohio depot
was burned. Tho wind was blowing f|Ultc
hard, but water from tho lite plug was
soon playing on the burning building, nnel
tho surrounding houses wero saved,
which otherwise must havo fallen a prey
to the Dames.

ANNUAL BANQUET.
Famous Stonewall Band Enter¬

tains Its Friends.
(Special to Tlio Times-Dispatch.)

STAUNTON, VA., Dee. 2:1..Tho Stone-
wall Band hontlsonmly entertained their
rriendH and members last night in the
spacious dining room at tho Eakleton
Hotel, it being tho band's annual reun¬
ion banquet; impromptu addresses wero
mado by quite a number of the guests
and members present.
President Charles E. Raines acted aa

tcastmaster and rend the communication,
after which he presented, for tho band,
a handsome gold medal to Prof. J. M,
Brereton, who has led tho band for tho
lust ten years.
i-*roiessor Prank R. Webb, who was tho

beloved leader of the band at ono time,
was present and made a short talk.

AN ENTHUSIASTIC
JAMESTOWN MEETING

(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
NEWPORT NEWS, VA.. Doc. 33;.At

an enthusiastic mass mooting of business
men to-night resolutions formally en¬
dorsing thu Jamestown Exposition worn

adopted and fourteen thousand dollars'
worth of stock was subscribed.
There was much enthusiasm in tho

meeting and It is confidently behoved
that the million dollars necessary to vali¬
date iho company's charter will bo so-
cured by January ]3t.

Charlotte Marriages.
(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.)

SCO'J-'TSBIJRG, VA., Dec, ffl.-Tho fol¬
lowing marriages have taken plnco In
this vicinity recently:] At Rogers Chapel,
December Ifith, by the Rev. W. M. Hud¬
son, Mr. John B. Wood to Miss Mary
Heatli.
December 20th, Mr. Samuel Whitlow to

Miss Victoria Allen at the homo of tho
bride's mother, Mrs, .1. J. Ashby.
Mr; Frederick Sharp to Miss Dora,

Suead wul« Mr, James AVood to Miss
Mary A Snead. The Inst Is a doublo
wedding, which took place lo-t'_y lit the
homo of tho brides' parents, Mv. and
Mrs. Edward Knead, near Qlo__r, Va.
Mr. B. If. Loftls, of South boston, a

prominent tobacconist, was «triled to
Miss Lucy Spiirrow, of Clay's Mill, yes¬
terday,

MR. MURRAY CHOSEN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
(By Assoeintcd Press.)

WASHINGTON, Dee. -Si..Luwrcnco O.
Murray, of Chicago, has boon chosen
Assistant Secretary of Commerce and
Labor. Tho selection was announced to¬
day by the President, who stated that, tho
otlieo hael been accepted by" Mr. Murray,
ami (hat the noinlnallon would bo sent
to Somite Immediately after tho holi¬
day recess. The appointment Is made
on the personal recommendation of Sec¬
retary CorUilyou,
Mr. Murray is now secretary ami trust

olllcer of a trust 'company of Chicago.
Ho was at ono tlmo private secretary
to an assistant secrelury of the treasury
uud later deputy comptroller of tlw cur-
rency,
-».

The Spooner Act,
(As amended by President Roosevelt on

hie own motion.-)
Should (he President bo unable to obtain

tor tho United States a satisfactory title
to the property of tho new Panama Canal
Company and tho control of the necessary
territory of the Republic of Colombia
unci the rights mentioned In sections 1 and
2 of this act within a reasaj.abln time
and upon reasonable terms, ho bhall tulto
tho matter into his own hands, give
P-'innmit tho tip that It Is her right to
secede, concentrate several warships near
iho Isthmus, direct tho naval force to
stop the landing of Colombian troops,
inform the revolution that Colombia will
not be allowed to hurt It, recognize tho
now republic at once, receive a French¬
man its minister from Panama, proceed
to destroy tlio sovereignty of Colombia
that wo wero pluilged (o protect, strike a
treaty with an Irresponsible committee,
of three, authorlzer to act for noboely

ill themselves, mul finally tell Nicara¬
gua, and t.'osttt Rica to go to the devil,
as we don't want their old routo anyhow,
.Memphis C'omincrciul-Appeu^

MARRIAGES
ARE BINDING

No Occasion for Disquiet on Ac¬
count of Defect Discovered-

in the Law.

THE COUPLES NOT TO BLAME

The Law Does Not Expect Im¬
possibilities of Any, One,

It Will be Corrected.

Many people have become unnecessa¬
rily disturbed by the publication of tho
dlscowry that tho law requires mar-

liago licenses to bo Issued by tho circuit
clerk, nnd not by tho county clerk nn
formerly. While tho oversight on the
part7p.f;thp General Assembly In making
the chajigo effective December 12th in¬
stead of February 1, IWi, Is noteworthy,
there Is nothing In, tho discovery to
startle any one. All these wcdelitigs may
bo technically defective, hut practically

| and really all rnurrlage cercinonicB per-
j formed on .tlio authority of licenses ls-
sued by the county clerks since Decem-
bcr 12tli aro as binding In law and other¬
wise as though no stic^i law as that ap¬
proved December 12th had been passed.
Every onp of tho acts of county clerks
In Issuing such licenses will bo fullr-vali¬
dated by tho General Assembly, and al¬
ready they aro binding In law.
The law has been complied with so far

as the contracthiK parties to these mar¬

riages wero able to comply, und the con¬
tract entered Into is valid In law. U
is a maxim of tho law that It requires
Impossibilities of no one, and It was im-
possible to have secured a license of
marriage so long as the clerks them¬
selves did not know of the. change In
the law. As a civil contract with wit¬
nesses the ceremonies arc good in law.
As for the other phase ot tho question,
marriage Is above all a religious Insti¬
tution, and Is as sacred and Inviolable
under existing circumstances lis under
tho pld reslmo when county clerks wero
uuthorlzcd to grant licenses.

Th't-ird tsj therefore, no occasion to bo
disturbed In any way; "The oversight,
by- the law-makers was ono of those
tilings that are always liable to occur In
tho-hurry of the closing days of a Gen¬
eral Assembly.

The Boredom of Royalty.
King Edward VII has given his consent

to tho marriage Of his niece. Princess
Alice, of Albany, to Prince Alexander,
of Teck.

, ,, ,

It seems odd to Americans that an

undo, not a guardian, should havo thu
power to forbid the marriage If his niece.
But the King of England has nuch a

power bv act of Parliament.
Tills act provides tlia.r. all desceudanl.i

of Gcorgo II, except tho Issuo of prin¬
cesses married Into foreign houses, aro
Jiicapdblo of contracting a marriage with¬
out the consent of tho reigning sovereign.

' So King 13dward may forbid the mar-
rrugo of his sisters and Ills cousins and
Ills aunts of all degree's, Uncles and
nophevys, no matter how remote, may
maiTV whom they like if uncle or cousin
Eddy's liking coincides, but not other¬
wise;
Wmat an unspeakable horo it must h

to bo a. king. And what slavery for tfkinfolks, who cannot bestow their lot
upon tho objects loved. But It Is admit¬
ted that the. law creates no practical Iih
convenience, since tho sovereign Is good-l
Matured and doesn't exercise the veto
power except In tlio case of children, or,
perhaps, to prevent a politically Inexpe¬
dient marriage of an heir presumptive..¦
St. Louis I'o.st-Dlspatch.

»

Old Lady Fatally Burned.
(Special to Tne Tlmes-Dlspatch,)

DANVILLI3, VA.,'Dec. 21..Mrs. Dollle
Gr.llln, an old lady living hi North Dan¬
ville, died late last night from burin
which sho received oarly during tho ow¬
ning. Her clothing took firo from tha
stove, on which sho was preparing sup¬
per,

$17,75 TO ATLANTA, QA., and RETURN". VIA SOUTHERN RAILWAY.
\\coount meeting Southern lOducatlonnl

Association, December 120th lo January
1st, the Southern Railway announces spe¬
cial low rato of one faro for iho round
trip, plus $2,25. which Includes member¬
ship fee, from pohits on its lines. Rti(_
from Richmond, $17.7.*>. Comparatively
low rates from oUior polntB. Tickets on
sale December 29; return limit, Janu¬
ary .d.

0, W. WESTBURY, D. P. A.

Kindle Up.
You say you hayo trouble kindling your

flros. Why havo trouble whon wo huvo
tho host kindling wood In thoworldC

Prepared
Lightwood.

One small blook split up will make *
Qorco Are under your coal and will burn
15 minutes. If this don't start; your coal,
you did not buy it from

S.H.HAWES&CO.,
Eighteenth and Gary Streets. ,

j
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